[image: image1.jpg]United
Way /






                                                                                 Contact: Angela McDaniel  630.851.2203 

News Release
For Immediate Release


Aurora Middle School Academy Students Goes Christmas Caroling
Singing in the Christmas Spirit at the Rehabilitation and Living Center in Aurora
AURORA, IL (December 23, 2008) – On Wednesday, December 17, 2008, Aurora Middle School Academy (AMSA) students brought the Christmas spirit to the Aurora Rehabilitation & Living Center located at 1601 North Farnsworth Ave in Aurora.  A total of eight AMSA students performed and sang various traditional Christmas carols.  “It was great to have residents singing right along with the students and watching them smile as we wished them a Merry Christmas,” said AMSA Principal Dr. Lisa Qualls.  “It is truly an honor to have the students be involved in such a great event, spreading the joy of the holiday season.”  The AMSA students included: Caraycha Merriweather, Shakira Earl, Lorena Gillespie, Daysha Douglas, Diamond Parson, Leslie Becerril, Alexis Duran and Blanca Renteria.  

(Photo Attached)

About AMSA
The Urban League’s alternative education program for 6-10 graders provides would-be expelled middle and high school students with the opportunity to continue their education while away from their home school to ensure on-time promotion to the next grade and graduation. Students receive specialized curriculum and instruction, guidance and counseling, mentoring and tutoring. The specific goals of the alternative education program are to:  (1) reduce drop-out rates, (2) increase student retention, (3) increase graduation rates, (4) produce learning gains for students with deficiencies, (5) assist students who are significantly behind in credits, and (6) improve the physical, mental and social well being of students.
About Quad County Urban League
The Quad County Urban League (QCUL), Aurora, Illinois, is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit community-based organization which supports academic achievement, job placement and training, equal access to employment, housing and cultural enrichment for low-income, displaced citizens. Community Advocacy and employment/vocational are two the main components for QCUL's programs and services. For more information please visit - www.qcul.org. 
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