TSTM Parent Meeting – March 8, 2008
(Meeting notes modified for website)

Ms. Humphrey Readout:

· Presentation is important – you may notice that some of the kids dressed up today. At the last meeting, they talked about how presentation is important - telling the kids to be self advocates – how they present themselves is important and how they dress is a representation of them.
· College Tour Update – Once dates were put out, found that many school spring break vacations were in conflict. The college tour has been moved to the summer to allow for more participation. It will all high school students (currently in high school) that qualify a chance to go. Each student that attends is responsible for the price of his/her airline ticket.  If you want your child to attend, a payment plan will be offered. The QCUL will collect and  pay for group rate all at one time. QCUL will sponsor a number of tickets, and that amount split across all tickets so everyone will get a discount.  The total costs should be less than $300. All monies have to be into the QCUL office by the time the tickets are purchased. Colleges to be included on the tour:  Pepperdine University, UCLA (still reviewing as they do not offer group tours, only self guided tours), Loyola Marymount, and California State.
Aurora University will offer another overnight program that was offered to students last year. There will be two sessions, 15 students each. One session will be offered the end of June, then after the 4th of July week.  Last year the kids had a great time and learned a lot. They attended classes taught by AU professors.  The program is offered to 9th and 10th graders. 
· Banquet Update – It is all about the kids! It will be Friday, June 13th at the Gaslite Manor starting at 6pm.  This year will not be as long as last year’s. Last year was special – the 25th anniversary. The theme this year will be Greek style – each table will be labeled. Looking for Fraternities and Sororities (all types, all positive) to sponsor the tables.  There was a suggestion to have on a Saturday, but increased wedding rates on weekends caused it be scheduled during the week. Similar to last year, the students will dress a like. The girl’s attire will come from David’s Bridal – girls dress $84 (20% group off). Need all girls to be measured by March 15th. They are placing the order once everyone is measured and we have requested the dresses back three weeks before the event.  Seniors will be in orange, all others in royal blue. The store the girls went last year is no longer at Fox Valley. Money is due April 1st.  Ask for Ms. Humphrey or QCUL to get discount.  Guys attire is at MW (same place as last year in Fox Valley, new name). Their attire is only $45 includes will include vest, tie, shirt cufflinks, and shoes. They will wear their own black pants and black socks.  Please go as soon as possible.  Have to pay when you get fitted.  Seniors are free. To pay for the dresses and formal wear, Ms. Humphrey had passed out Carson’s Community books at the pancake breakfast.  You can also get sponsors from you family and friends. Let Ms. Humphrey know if you are having financial challenges. Kris and Carl modeled the attire. 

The banquet is an awards program to honor the students. The kids sell ads for the program booklet. The TSTM scholarships will be given out to seniors. If you are a parent of a senior, make sure get QCUL from Ms. Humphrey. The criteria states that for the scholarship, the student must be in the program for two years, however this is the first year for the senior, he/she will be eligible for book award.  Tickets will be available at the May meeting. Students will be asked to sell 5 tickets at $40. Tables will be available for $350 each.   
Program will include:

· Posting of the colors - NJROTC. Ms. Humphrey will talk with Mr. Muhammad

· Passing of the torch – Seniors passing to class of 2009

· Key Note speaker – looking for suggestions from parents. Have to be reasonable priced for 15 minute timeslot.  Motivate about education. Looking for someone that can relate to the students. Contact Ms. Humphrey will any names and information. 
· Step Performance – interested students need to sign up with Ms. Humphrey. Must have pearly white gym shoes. First come, first serve. Ms. Humphrey will check Reebok at the outlet mall for discount. Anyone can sign up on line to get discount through the Aurora Outlet Mall. 

· Awards

· Theodia Gillespie Award – member that raises the most money for the program
· Most Active Member

· Most Dedicated Award
· Award of Academic Excellence

· Most Improved Academically

· Community Service Award

· Best Attendance Award

· TSTM Award

· Ponquinette Award “outstanding Leadership Award

She will also include a family picture for everyone. SEND Ms. Humphrey an email of picture of the student with the family.
· Hip Hop Tutoring is offered every Thursday, starting at 5:30 at the Farnsworth QCUL office. There has been low participation. It’s available if you needed. If no one shows by 6:30, the teachers leave.  This year, a HIP HOP junior program was started for elementary students. TSTM students can get community service hours for tutoring the elementary students.
· Seniors Scholarships – APPLY!! Don’t wait, do it right away
· Pick up TSTM scholarship today

· When you apply for scholarships, please send Ms. Humphrey an email letting her know
· Email five pictures to Ms. Humphrey as soon as you can, or she’ll remind you. Be sure to give the bio information for the program book by the deadline that will be published. 
Thank you from Ms. Humphrey and Mrs. Rogers.

Fundraiser Update 
· Pancake Breakfast Financial Update from Chris.
Vendors at event: Brenda did a good job organizing Vendors.  Received a positive response from vendors and also from patrons. One piece of feedback is to advertise even earlier year. All the vendors requested to be contacted.
· Fundraiser Chairs Readout
· Steppers Set – Amena George Chairperson amenak@comcast.net.  Cynthia gave a readout in Amena’s absence. The event will be held May 3rd. They found an instructor for $150. Instruction includes stepping and ‘gangster slide’. Feedback from sub committee members is that they need to know more about what’s going on with plans.  
· Fashion Show – Nigella Carthron Chairperson nigillzz@sbcglobal.net. Kim gave the readout in Nigella’s absence. They are looking at COD for the location. Looking for opportunities to give the most profit as fundraiser. If you are interested in joining the fashion show committee, send Nigella email. The kids will be modeling. It’s open to parents too.
· Skating event is yet to be determined. We need to check on condition of building. 
Good of the Parenthood – recognizing students’ accomplishments and sharing information
· Chelsea Johnson (Ronnie & Cynthia Johnson) [received top award of a laptop and cash] and Kim Mayo (Jackie Mayo) were both recognized a the Chicago Urban League based on their academic, extra-curricular, and service achievements. Thoedia had send out an email request to TSTM seniors to apply.
· Kim and Chelsea also each received a yearly scholarship award from NAACP Syd Finely Scholarship Award
· Alyssa Thomas (Claudette Thomas). In district 204, all of her teachers recommended to take all honors and AP courses in high school next year, without parent intervention.
· In DuPage County students have the opportunity to go to Technology Center DuPage (vocational skill center). Look in your Student Handbook to see if it’s offered through your school. Maurice Bowman (Robin Bowman) will be attending the culinary program in the fall.
· Angelica Payton has been nominated for Junior National Society
· Senior David Ardison (Debora & Solomon David) was invited to sit on the Dais - speaker table with his principal
· Come to support the TSTM students participating in ACT-SO on March 15th at COD.  See previous TSTM email sent with details.
· Any parents that know of a privately owned Pharmacy please contact Brenda Davis bcdavis11@comcast.net. Her son, Justin (16 years old) is looking for a Pharmacists Assistant position. In the state of IL, 16 years olds can only be an assistant at privately owned businesses.
Please send any corrections to these notes to Trena at tlynn@wideopenwest.com.
April meeting will be moved to April 5th. Memory book pictures will be taken at the meeting. Girls – while blouses; Gentlemen; white shirts, and dark ties. 

Attendees:

Ardison, Debora & Solomon David

Berekitab, Almay (Ayele) & Zeme

Bowman, Robbin & Maurice

Brannon, Arthur & Trena

Bunch, Tosha & Fernando

Cochrane, Adrienne & Mike

Cooper, Crystal & Tracy

Davis, Brenda 

Davis, Kim & Rudy

Dixon, Diana & Darren

Dixon, Kyahna

Essex, Belinda  

Gray, Sabrina

Harper, Brenda 

Hawkins, Louretha & Christopher

Henderson, Michael & Rosalind

Humphrey, VaLarie

Johnson, Arthur  

Johnson, Ronnie & Cynthia

Jones, Kim & Theron

Kimbrough, Tara

Payton, Mark & Dorletta

Pitts, Gloria & Rudy

Putman, Detra

Rivers, Allen & Mary Ann

Saldana, Jose & Rosa

Simpson, Gwendolyn

Spearman, Corey; JaJuanta Calahan

Stewart, Melanie

Stewart, Richard

Thomas, Claudette

Wells, Temple

Westbrook, Christopher & Dell

Whitman, Shana

Wilkerson, Pete & Meredith

Williams, Andy Jr. & Shinette

Wimberly, Milton & Mable

